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Development Application
Project Schedule and Engagement 

Site Plan & Other Applications

Comprehensive 
Redevelopment 
Announcement
Winter 2019

Engagement with 
City Staff

Spring 2019 - Fall 2022

Design 
Review Panel

Spring 2023

Community 
Consultation
Spring 2023

Design 
Iterations 
with City Staff
Summer 2023

Engagement with 
Stakeholders
Spring 2019 - Fall 2022

WE ARE HERE

Community 
Consultation
Fall 2023

Call for 
Development

Spring 2019

OPA / ZBA 
Submission

Fall 2022

OPA / ZBA 
Resubmission

Fall 2023

Parallel EA Design and Engagement Process

2019 2024



Project Overview
The History and Vision for Ontario Place

1971 

ONTARIO PLACE OPENS
Early 1990s
EXPANDING THE ISLAND AND PARK 
PROGRAMMING

Early 2010s
CLOSURE AND REVITALIZATION 
EFFORTS

WILDERNESS ADVENTURE 
RIDE

CONCERTS AT THE 
FORUM

CHILDREN’S PLAY 
VILLAGE 

SEASONAL FLOODINGMOLSON AMPHITHEATER EXPANDING THE 
WATERPARK

CALL FOR REDEVELOPMENTOPENING OF TRILLIUM PARK



Program Partners
Live Nation - Future Application

Live Nation: Existing Programming

Live Nation: Proposed Indoor/Outdoor Experience

Conceptual Massing for Live Nation



Program Partners
Ontario Science Centre - Future Application

OSC: Educational Programming

OSC: Kid’s Discover PlayConceptual Massing for Ontario Science Centre



The Opportunity

Creating Year-Round Destinations Re-imagining the legacy of Ontario Place

Inviting all Ontarians Expanding a Cluster of Existing Uses 
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The Opportunity
Connecting Ontario Place to a Network of Waterfront Destinations



The Revised Master Plan
Revitalization Ambitions



What We’ve Heard

Prioritize the Public Experience
• Concern that the private areas and building 

size could diminish the public experience
• Make the entrance to the West Island feel 

public and create more public pathways 
throughout

• Public realm master plan design directions 
are generally encouraging

Prioritize Heritage
• The Hough landscape experience and its 

intents
• Views to the Pods and Cinesphere
• Consider the built form relationship to the 

Pods and Cinesphere

Transportation and Parking
• Prioritize transit and active transportation
• Reduce vehicular mode share and parking

1

2
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November 2022 Submission



Key Change #1
Create a Welcoming Public Entrance to the West Island

Revised Welcome Pavilion Design
November 2022 Submission



Key Change #2
Extend the Landscape up over the Building

Public Realm on Therme Rooftop
November 2022 Submission



Public Space on the West Island

Key Change #2
Extend the Landscape up over the Building

Proposed private roof space: 
(~2.5 acres)

Proposed public pier  
(~0.7 acres)

Public space (roof)

Total West Island  
public space

Public space (at grade)~ 12.5 acres 

~ 3.4 acres

~15.9 acres

+35% Increase from 
November 2022 
submission

Key Statistics



Key Change #3
Reduce the Scale of the Therme Building

46m

41m

Building section: proposed massing compared to the November 2022 submission

Outline of Previous submission

Reduction in Building Volume↓25% 

↓ Up to 10m Reduction in Building Height

Key Statistics

North Shore: Revised Design

Outline of Previous submission
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Key Change #4
Better connect to the City with Improved Mobility Options



Key Change #4
Better connect to the City with Improved Mobility Options

Modal Split Comparison

Reduction in 
Vehicle parking 
spaces

↓225

↑577

Key Statistics

Increase in bike 
parking spaces
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Key Change #5
Create more Waterfront Programming and Open Space

Therme - West Island

Conceptual design only.
Subject to further consultation and outcomes from the EA and 
government approval processes.

0m 25m 50m 100m
North

August, 2023 

Scale 1:750

Canoe Kayak 
Rental

West Headland
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Key Change #5
Create more Waterfront Programming and Open Space

Marina VillageBrigantine Cove BeachMCFN Programmed Areas

Southshore Playscape The Forum Children’s Play VillageMSP MSP

MSP MSP



Public Space at Ontario Place
Existing

~52 acres  
Public Open Space

Public Open Space
 Trillium Park (Existing, 7.4 ac)
 Public Open Space

Ticketed/Other Space
 Parking/Circulation
 Live Nation
 Pods/Cinesphere



Public Space at Ontario Place
November 2022 Submission 

~58 acres 
Public Open Space

Public Open Space
 Trillium Park (Existing, 7.4 ac)
 Public Open Space
 Rooftop Public Open Space (3.4 ac)

Ticketed/Other Space
 Parking/Circulation
 Live Nation

 Ontario Science Centre
 Therme



Public Space at Ontario Place
Revised Submission (Current Proposal)

~61 acres  (+9 acres)  
Public Open Space

Public Open Space
 Trillium Park (Existing, 7.4 ac)
 Public Open Space
 Rooftop Public Open Space (3.4 ac)

Ticketed/Other Space
 Parking/Circulation
 Live Nation

 Ontario Science Centre
 Therme
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The Revised Master Plan

22
Therme - West Island

MSP
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Revised Proposal
West Island: Built Form

Aerial View Looking South West



Revised Proposal
West Island: Built Form

Access from Lakeshore Blvd

Therme Guest EntranceEast facade facing the Pods and Cinesphere



Revised Proposal
Therme Programming

Number of 
Daily Guests

14,000
PEAK

WEEKEND
DAY

8,250
TYPICAL

WEEKEND
DAY

4,250
TYPICAL

WEEKDAY



Revised Proposal
Therme Programming

Indoor Pool and Waterslides Rooftop Pool - Therapy Facility



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: West Island

TLA 
Board



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: West Island

Rooftop public open space View from Rooftop

View on Land Bridge



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: West Island

North Shore East Shore

Previous  
submission

Previous submission
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Revised Proposal
Public Realm: West Island

Public Beach



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: West Island

West Headland
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Revised Proposal
Public Realm: East Island and Mainland

TLA 
Board



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: South Shore and Marina

Extending the William G Davis Trail across the south shore

Extended William G. 
Davis Trail

Lake Ontario 
Lookout

Marina Village Pavilions 

Land to Water Rock Pier

MSP

MSP

MSP



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: East Island 

Proposed Forum play fountain with interactive jets for all ages

Bluff Wall

Interactive 
Play Fountain

Native Trees

Brigantine Cove beach

Children’s play area
MSP

MSP

MSP



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: Mainland

Mainland Promenade and Boardwalk

East Bridge: Water Access

East Bridge: Pedestrian Access

Central Gateway
MSP

MSP

MSP

MSP



Revised Proposal
Public Realm: Indigenous Placekeeping 

Water access

LANDFORM AND MICROCLIMATE

TRILLIUM PARK

PUBLIC REALM

LIVE NATION

THERME

TRILLIUM PARK

PUBLIC REALM

LIVE NATION

THERME

TRILLIUM PARK

PUBLIC REALM

LIVE NATION

THERME

TRILLIUM PARK

PUBLIC REALM

LIVE NATION

THERME

SHORELINE PROTECTION

TREES AND PLANTING

INDIGENOUS PLACEKEEPING DESIGN CONCEPTS

Indigenous participants:

• Made recommendations on the potential Indigenous place-
making design concepts. 

• Favour a planting pallette of native plant species. 

• Are partial to the use of landforms to create microclimates 
that increase biodiversity and make event spaces more com-
fortable for year-round use.

• Are supportive of plans to develop wetlands, and to protect 
and enhance aquatic habitats.

Note: 
• Plans are conceptual and subject to change until verified through the EA process 

and government approvals.
• Placekeeping concepts are subject to further consultation with Indigeneous 

communities and the Province. 
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THERME

LIVE NATION

TRILLIUM PARK (EXISTING)
CIRCULATION

PUBLIC REALM

Revised Proposal
Indigenous Placekeeping Concepts Under Consideration

TRILLIUM PARK PAVILION

PLANT IDENTIFICATION PLAQUES 
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18

17

RAVINE WITH MOCCASIN IDENTIFIER

MARKER TREES
© Nadia Molinari

© Nadia Molinari

© Nadia Molinari

MSP MSP 
Therme - West Island

March, 2023 

Ontario Place
Glow Path Paving

Night Experience with photoluminescent paving

PHOTOLUMINESCENT PAVERS HYDROPHOBIC PAVERS

INTEPRETIVE SIGNAGE

TURTLE PLAY STRUCTURE CANOE-RELATED SCULPTURE

INDIGENOUS PATTERNING/EAST BRIDGE

CULTURAL PAVILIONBEAVER DAM GATHERING NODEINDIGENOUS PATTERNING/MARINA BRIDGE

TREE HOUSE

w

INDIGENOUS MURALS

11118

113

112

114

115

116
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FIRE PIT (S)

110

1LOCATION(S) 
NOT

 CONFIRMED

1LOCATIONS
NOT

 CONFIRMED
1LOCATIONS 

NOT
 CONFIRMED

1LOCATION(S) 
NOT

 CONFIRMED

1LOCATIONS 
NOT

 CONFIRMED

LOCATIONS 
NOT

IDENTIFIED

EVENT SPACE

INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE WALL

SCULPTURAL PLAYWEST HEADLAND PAVILION

CIRCLE PLAZA-MCFN CEREMONIES MCFN PROGRAMMED AREA WITH FIREPITSEAST HEADLAND PAVILION

ROOF SCULPTURAL PLAY

1

5

4 6

 2  3

MCFN PLAZA

7

WEST ISLAND (THERME) TRILLIUM PARK EAST ISLAND/PUBLIC REALM  (LANDinc/MINOKAMIK)

Note: 

•  Plans are conceptual and subject to 
change until verified through the EA 
process and government approvals.

•  Placekeeping concepts are subject to 
further consultation with Indigenous 
communities and the Province.



Natural Heritage: Terrestrial
New Planting for Bigger, Better Canopy

2,900+ Proposed New Trees
Therme - West IslandMSP MSP 



Natural Heritage: Aquatic

Aquatic and Wetland Habitat

Flood Mitigation

1

2

3

4

Proposed Shoreline and Aquatic Habitat Improvements



Therme - West IslandMSP MSP 

Core Area

Heritage
Reflecting the Michael Hough Principles



Thank you


